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TI can readily understand how it might be difficult, in the 


case of some deposits, to tell readily before assay whether the 
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deposit should be classed as a gold or silver deposit, but in many 
of these cases you will notice that the silver was largely in ex- 
cess. Take for instance, No. 575, where the gold was only 023 
and silver .825; and No. 586, where the gold was ohly ,048%4 and 
the silver. .817, In these Be sesius it musi have been evident to 

a practiced eye that the silver predominated. 

Of course it makes very little practical difference to the 
Department whether the deposits are entered as gold or silver or 
whether the classification between the two classes is strictly ob- 
served, at an institution which is dinaiacine silver.The rule in 
regard to the receipt of deposits as gold Pad Ss in which the 
silver predominates in fineness ab the small assay offices, and «A 
the anaes where the silver is not being purchased for the silver 
dollar coinage, but even at your mint there would bea difference 
between the rate paid for the silver contained in these deposits 
as partings, and the silver contained in them if they had been 
treated as silver purchases¢ but, at any rate, it is important that 
a strict classi fication, as far as practicable, between deposits 
as to their character, whether gold or silver, should be observed 


as required by the regulations, and I call attention to these 
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numerous deposits more for the sake of instituting a more accurate 
classification at your mint, than with the intention of attaching 


any blame to the entries referred to. 


Very respectfully, 


Z Le FO ee 


Director of the Minit. 


Hon, Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 
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[Please note: page one is missing from the original document.] 


[Abstract:] Calls attention to the method of classifying of Gold & Silver deposits... 
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I can readily understand how it might be difficult, in the case of some deposits, to tell 
readily before assay whether the deposit should be classed as a gold or silver deposit, but in 
many of these cases you will notice that the silver was largely in excess. Take for instance, No. 
575, where the gold was only .023 and silver .825; and No. 586, where the gold was only .048 4 
and the silver .817. In these deposits it must have been evident to a practiced eye that the silver 
predominated. 


Of course it makes very little practical difference to the Department whether the deposits 
are entered as gold or silver or whether the classification between the two classes is strictly 
observed, at an institution which is purchasing silver. The rule in regard to the receipt of deposits 
as gold deposits in which the silver predominates in fineness is rightly enforced at the small 
assay offices, and at the mints where silver is not being purchased for the silver dollar coinage, 
but even at your mint there would be a difference between the rate paid for the silver contained 
in these deposits as partings, and the silver contained in them if they had been treated as silver 
purchase; but, at any rate, it is important that a strict classification, as far as practicable, between 
deposits as to their character, whether gold or silver, should be observed as required by the 
regulations, and I call attention to these numerous deposits more for the sake of instituting a 
more accurate classification at your mint, than with the intention of attaching any blame to the 
entries referred to. 


Very respectfully, 
Jas. P. Kimball 
Director of the Mint. 


Hon. Daniel M. Fox, 
Superintendent, U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


